
Word Nerd: 
baccalaureate
In Latin, bacca means 
berry and lauri means lau-
rel. Long ago, scholars 
who were graduating were 
adorned wi th laure ls . 
These ʻbacca laurisʼ (laurel 
berries) became identified 
with scholarship  and today 
after all these years we 
have words like bache-
lorʼs  degree and bacca-
laureate Mass, both of 
which came from the an-
cient ʻbacca lauris.ʼ
(Source Oxford American 
Dictionaries)
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  Something just seems out of place. You’ve been 
through four years of high school. The years passed: 
Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior. You did 
all your homework assignments, took all the required 
classes, and now it is over. High school has ended. 
Here is the strange part: How do you honor the end 
of high school? Answer: With a commencement.
  But this seems to make no sense. The word com-
mencement refers to a start, a beginning. Why are the 
closing ceremonies of high school referred to as a 
commencement?
  It is all a matter of perspective. Yes, high school is 
ending, but whatever comes next is just beginning! 
Graduates are done with high school, but they are 
now ready to begin new work, new schools, new pro-
jects, and new adventures.
  This means that the end of high school is really the 

beginning of a new part of life. We also have other 
examples of endings mingling with beginnings. We 
even see it in our faith. As Catholics we attend Mass 
each Sunday. The word Mass comes from the Latin 
root misa which is where words like missile, and 
transmission come from. Misa refers to something 
which is being sent. Consider that a transmission is a 
message that is sent through the air to someone. It 
might surprise some people to learn that the name we 
Roman Catholics most often use for the Liturgy, 
Mass, also comes from misa. In this case, the ‘send-
ing’ refers to the very last moments of Mass, where 
we are sent out with the words, “Go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord.” This is the dismissal. In Mass, 
like at a high school graduation, we have an end that 
is actually an exciting beginning!

ACYC: Huge Success
     The Alaska Catholic Youth Conference took place at 
St. Elizabeth Anne Seton parish in Anchorage from June 
6-9. The bishops of Alaska, including Bishop Burns, and 
over 160 youth from all three Alaska dioceses attended 
this uplifting four day event which featured lively music, 
workshops, social activities, dynamic speakers, and vi-
brant Liturgies. The internationally known ShaeLaurel 
family music group provided music ministry for all the 
Masses as well as a concert which had the youth raising 
their hands in the air and jumping up and down as they 
sang along. The Jacob and Matthew band also provided 
entertainment on one of the evenings. Thanks to the work 
and generosity of committed parents, youth, and parish-
ioners, nine youth from the Diocese of Juneau were able 
to partake in this very special event. The youth had many 
positive comments about ACYC including that it was fun 
and that the best part was making so many new friends.

WYD
WORLD YOUTH DAY

Youth and chaperones pictured with the bishop, left to right: (front row) Rachel Youngberg, 
Katina Wathen, Dazlymar Rodrigo, Jazmine Cuanzine; (back row standing) Maybelle Filler, 
John Amoratis, Isa Ramile, Katherine Page, Zac Watt, Micah Smith, Julia Smith, Harmony 
Wentz; and Bishop Edward J. Burns.

resources
We are just weeks away from World Youth Day which will take place in Madrid, Spain this 
year, Aug 16-21. The Diocese of Juneau will be sending over thirty pilgrims to this global 
Catholic event. How can the people at home participate? The following are some ideas:
• Watch WYD Live on EWTN: Full coverage will take place on August 16-21
• Set up Eucharistic Adoration in your parish to coincide with World Youth Day
• Pray a Rosary for the pilgrims from our Diocese and from all over the world


